In a recent study, we concluded that the function of copulation calls in female chacma baboons, Papio cynocephalus ursinus, is to promote sperm competition in order to reduce infanticide risk and/or obtain 'good genes' for sons (O'Connell & Cowlishaw 1994) . Henzi (1996) questions this conclusion and suggests three alternative explanations.
Henzi objects to the conclusion since previous studies of chacma populations have found that (1) male-male coalitions for access to oestrous females are absent and (2) the rate of turnover of male consort partners is relatively slow, in contrast to other P. cynocephalus subspecies. This pattern has previously been noted by Bulger (1993) , and we also concur with this observation. Henzi interprets this pattern to infer an absence of sperm competition among chacma baboons. We disagree with this interpretation for two reasons:
(1) studies of male mating behaviour in chacma baboons have come mostly from groups of atypical demography; and (2) independent evidence suggests that males of this subspecies can and do engage in sperm competition.
In the first case, we believe that the apparently low rate of consort take-over in chacma baboons (we treat coalition formation as a peripheral issue, since it is simply one tactic in the male reproductive strategy which enables them to disrupt consorts) is an artefact of the preponderance of studies of groups with few adult males (cf. Bulger 1993). In a review of baboon mating studies (2) several males being present of the appropriate combination of resource-holding potential to form a coalition (e.g. Noë 1994; Noë & Sluijter 1995) . This demography is atypical of the subspecies as a whole, since a broad comparison of male numbers between chacma groups and other Papio groups in populations across Africa reveals no difference in male group membership (Wilcoxon tests for adult males only, subadult males only and both combined: N chacma =8, N others =11, P>0.05 in every case; Fig. 1 ).
In the second case, even in groups where consortships are relatively stable, sperm competition may still be able to occur. The limited physiological data suggest that males who mate on consecutive days may well engage in sperm conflict (Bercovitch 1989) . Moreover, the morphology of chacma baboons matches that expected on the basis of sperm competition: the ratio of testis size to body size in chacma baboons is in the midrange of those values obtained from other Papio subspecies (Harcourt et al. 1981) . Consequently, on the basis of evidence from demography, physiology and morphology, we do not believe that as a whole chacma baboons show lower levels of
